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2014 Royal Culture Festival
Changdeokgung Soundscape Project

Sound of Secret
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‘Soundscape Project’ <Sound of Secret> is held at
Changdeokgung, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
original sound and landscape of nature in the beautiful and
mysterious 'Secret Garden' of the palace are enhanced with
the artistic element of 'sound,' added to create multi-sensory
experience for the visitors. The art project is comprised of
installation works in various sites in the Changdeokgung
Gardens, especially around the Jondeok Pavilion, time lapse
video work, site-specific performances which are combined
into various opportunities to experience the day and night of
the Changdeokgung Gardens from diverse aspects. Hence,
the creation of Soundscape, the new landscape formed by
'sounds.'
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List of Exhibits

Site-specific installation artwork made of solar light bulbs creating the Morse code, floating
on the pond near Jondeok Pavilion (Artist: Park Sunmin)

Time lapse video work showing the day and night landscapes of the Gardens
(Film director: Gim Zunseoung) (Pyeomusa)

Installation work applying the method of 'borrowing from nature,' by creating soundscape
with various voices and tone chime sounds in different parts of the Gardens + Special
related performance, performed twice (Artists: Park Minhee + RohwaJeong)
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CAIZER|T O[0jX|= HEIS)2 I T EEF Aol S| A2 A 200
ORR| O LFAH MR|E D|EAFO|Ch 2|2t AlZte| 7|20l 224 252 B A
TE 0|83l 25 flofl =9l AlASR 7|53} 5 'H|Le| A2 ZRAEo| Bol MX]|
Alolot. Ha dielof|A| S7h=|X| S HHS oo e =83 Hs|n JiFAe
Z ARt = PN

2 | ‘2ol O|x|o] SZOICt. Lol SIS Bl Tof| 2Of AN
Y=o 713N A OFSCHES 3L B AlFSh=E A
HS2 HEA| 21 HIlo| 0|ojX|= MEe| F2lgle= 7t
. ofioflM &= CHA| si= 0|0R|0 BiS=l= Wt &, Efo{Lt: F0{7h= o] &t
2tojlM o FRIZE0| £72IX| O] MEE AlFoR ZaA| AR o
ICt 32 M sio|7|= 2o|7|= St £ Site| Moz mEA H5T}
Of “Al2HX| 1 OfofRl= HZIE", "ot B, ‘At ZZ70|2ks 22 EUE AR =
B 2l E2|9 S| F0|M LojL= BAU| Hatet= MElo| =kt FstA|

OlORl= SiAtel BB EHBICY

of

(XS
o % o
Zil'0|__|
=2
2

!
e

ki
o JU
5 Ol
lo
E:_
I
T

i o
o

e
1o O

N
0
9y

3

=

rir
u ol

2
o
]
o

\C|

ol
n

H

o
un

b

Mot 1o s ©

30 A

o0z 1 dn for Hu
45 IE

-

<The Law of Disappearance and Continuity> is an artwork installed as part of
the landscape of Jondeok Pavilion area in the Changdeokgung Gardens as it
merges in the scene naturally. The Morse code which is the signal of sound and
time, is visualized into signals made of solar light bulbs floating on the pond. It is
the main installation piece of the <Sound of Secret> project. By quietly lighting
up the night in the Gardens which is normally closed to the public, the notion of
time shall be expanded.

The night in Changdeokgung is an unknown landscape shrouded in
secrecy. The installation work which collects solar energy during the day via light
bulbs and lights the night, is a signal itself, commencing the night by revealing
the hidden beauty of the palace. Changdeokgung hidden in the dark is not
asleep but full of living movements constantly in action.Night and day, repeating
themselves in the trajectory from the sun to the moon and again continued
from the sun. With this law of nature's birth and death in mind, and imagining
from this signal, we can have a peek and guess who the main characters of the
night are. The round bulbs are the sun and and the moon as well, and they also
become Morse code dots, indicating phrases as “Laws of Disappearance and
Continuity”, “Day and Night”, “Life and Death”. These phrases appear above the
Jondeok Pavilion pond, expressing the endless circulation of changing ecology
of the Gardens and the long flow of history.
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Content of the Composition

By charging the light bulbs with solar energy during the day instead of electricity,
the lighting installation work is lit in the night automatically. It is arranged in a Morse
code. Phrases as “Laws of Disappearance and Continuity”, “Day and Night”, “Life
and Death” are hidden like a cipher.
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Focusing on the mobility of the viewers, empty frames and empty folding screens
are installed in various sites of the Gardens through which the people are invited
to view the landscape during their slow walk. While viewing the landscape,
'‘poems-made-into-songs' will flow as background sounds. During the event
period, there will be special live performance, performed twice.
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Content of the Composition

This promenade is the work of collaboration between Rohwadeong's installation
and the performance directed by Park Minhee. It is completed with the viewer's
actions since the installations of Rohwadeong begin from the empty state and is
gradually filled and completed with the viewers' individual viewpoints, observing the
installations.
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Under the inscription Ongnyucheon written by King Injo himself on the rock, the
poem by King Sookjong was engraved. The poem is adapted to a song.
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Voice: Kim Bongyoung(Pansori) + Park Minhee(Gagok)
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Falling from the faraway sky

Turning back to see a white
rainbow

Every valley filled with sounds
of thunder

(2) atztel samgakjeong (Samgak Pavilion)
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There is a small pavilion in a corner of the long path leading from Ongnyucheon
to Yeongyeongdang. While observing the hidden pavilion, add some secret
imagination and send off live vibes. The song is sung in the 'pansori(free rhythm)'
style.
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Voice: Kim Bongyoung(Pansori) / Park Minhee(Gagok)
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What do you see in between those trees standing far away? Can you slightly glance at the tip of
the pavilion? It is called the Samgak Pavilion. Why had a pavilion been built when no one can
enter it? When you walk up the hilly side, anybody would have wanted to take a rest in the shade
at this moment. But in the old days, most of the people here had to be quiet in their actions or
words and could not even see freely. When someone had heard a forbidden story from time to
time, or looked at a forbidden scene by chance, the person would suffer due to this undesirable
secret. In any case, a secret for a man, even though it is his own secret, should be shared in the
least for it to become even more secret so that it provokes the protective instinct. And one day,

a man bearing an unwanted secret was walking along the garden trail. As you have had the idea
of taking a small rest, he had the same and went to Samgakjeong. Once he entered the pavilion,
his whole body and mind felt light as if in a totally different world. It was a truly liberating sensation
he had since quite a long time so he was able to enjoy the rest of his walk feeling born anew. The
saying goes that this pavilion had mysterious power of getting rid of all worries and secrets. The
rumor spread and crowds of people came swarming in the palace. Since then, the pavilion was
closed due to the noise made by all these visitors. Samgakjeong, open yet not allowed to enter,
became the spot for people with troubled hearts wandering about the vicinity.
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The above story about Samgakjeong is a fiction based on 'Cheongshimjeong' which is a pavilion excluded from tourist's
sightseeing course. This pavilion of 1 kan (Korean measurement for architecture) was built in 1688, the 14th year of the
reign of King Sookjong. This beautiful pavilion is one of seven most beautiful landscapes of Changdeokgung Gardens.
The name of the pavilion Cheongshim means fresh state of mind as the evening moon after the rain.
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Crown Prince Hyomyung (King Ikjong) wrote a poem for his parents King Soonjo
and Queen Soonwon and threw a party in 1828 for them at Yeongyeongdang
which he had built. The poem was for the Spring Nightingale dance performed at
the party. It is adapted to a song.
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Voice: Kim Bongyoung (Pansori) + Park Minhee (Gagok) + Lee Kipum (Gagok)
+ Jeon Songa (Soprano)
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Worth winning the love of the King
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About Artist
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Park Sunmin

Park Sunmin is the art director of independent art magazine Versus, and is mainly
active as photograph/video/installation artist. She also embraces space design, art
directing, publication as her realm of creation. After studying biology and sculpture,
Park graduated as Meister Schuler at Kunstakademie DUsseldorf under the supervision
of Rosemarie Trockel.

Park Minhee

Park Minhee is a performance art creator and traditional vocalist. By interpreting
gagok(song-poems) from various angles, she applies the theme unto space/body. Park
Minhee has completed the course of Important Intangible Cultural Asset no.30 gagok.
Through the performance series 'No Longer Gagok,' Park showcases the genre as a
physical performance. She currently works on the form and materiality of sound that
can be found in gagok.

Rohwaleong

Rohwadeong (Noh Yunhee, Jeong Hyunseok) is an artist duo group active in co-
creation since 2007. Numerous solo exhibitions and participations in artist residency
programs in Germany and France. Rohwajeong had begun their collaboration with the
theme 'relation' and 'between.' The scope has enlarged itself to the relation between
the artists' daily life and their creation, to the relation of 'us' and closely-knit affairs
surrounding us.
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www.soundofsecret.org

Supervision | Cultural Heritage Administration
Host | Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation
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The Law of Disappearance and Continuity
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